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Minifters & Melfenger 


OF. THE SEVERAL 


“BAP TIST CHURCHES, 


— fhe. ehMEETING AT — - 


Chacewater  Broadmead and Crofcomb — 
Exon Pithay Briftol Frome | 
Forfly Crockerton and 


Hiling 


Having received L LeTrers alfo from 
Piymouth | § tohegemer Cheltenham 
Tiverton Bicknell Paulton’ 
Kingfbridge Chard | 
Cullumpto Lyme 


alne- 


Melk 


Prefcott | Horfington 


met in Affociation at Sarum, Wilts, May 22 
23, 1782. To the feverid Churches they 
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Dearty BELOVED Breranen, | 
CTUATED, we truft, by a facred zeal for ha 
glory of God and a tender concern for your cter- 


| 
| 
| 


nal intereft, we have again met according to quran: 
nual cuftom, to receive an account of your various — 
ftates, to unite in Our fupplications for your univerfal 


profperity, and to fend to you fuch intelligence and 


advice as we deem fuitable, 


As men, 


maniferial labors. 


and great 


forrow. 


| | 
| 
| 


as chriftians, and as vofpel minifters, our 


exercifes, griefs and difcouragements are numerous 
and the contents of your letters this year » 
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 forrow. Yes! we wept, when we remembred Zion. 
- The death of ufeful members, and the moral death of 


ufelefs ones,—-the languor, barrennefs and fad imper- 


"feGtions of others,—the declining ftate of fome of the 


_ charches,—the little fuccefs of the gofpel in moft,— 
and the varions affliction 


s of all, have deeply affected 
our trembling hearts. ‘The f{pread of infidelity and 
ungodlinefs in the land, t 

war, procured by our fin and folly, hath brought upon 


our nation, and the very unfeafonable weather that 
 feems to thrernten us with awful confequences, ferve 
greatly to heighten our gloom, May not the pleafant 


hill of Zion, may not this once delightful ifle, be 
now termed ** The Vale of Tears?’ But God is 


- jaft in all his ways, and our calamities are the fruit 
of our own fins: O, join with us, brethren, in la- 


menting our fins, and in {preading our calamities, be- 


- fore the throne of grace t And let us take heed that 
we do hot provoke the Lord to withdraw his prefence 


from us, and to withhold the {pirit of prayer from his 


churches, and a blefling from the miniftry of his 


word, as well as and profperity from our dif- 


treffed nati 


- But while we thus lament our moral and natural 


* evils both in church and ftate, we would not forget the 


manifold and! tender mercies of our God, which are 


matter of thaakfulnefs and fprings of confolation.— 
\Melancholy as the afpect of the ftate of religion is, 


‘Our churches are in peace,—continue ftedfait in the 


faith,—and the number of their members is rather in- 


creafed. The fpread of religious liberty in feveral 
parts of Europe is likewife matter of joy and thank- 
f iving ; ‘may it prove to be the dawn of the latter-day 
sa ‘The late faccef{s which has attended our arms 
alfo, induces us to hope that a profpect of peace may 
fpeedily be opened, and that we fhall yet be a faved 
and profperods nation. 
__ Bat, turning our eyes from all earthly and temporal. 


i objeéts, permit us, dear brethren, to addrefs you up- 


on thofe infinitely important fubjects which concern 
va {piritual and eternal intereft. You profefs your- 
felves to be the worfhippers of the true God, the dif- 
ciples of Jefus Chrif, purchafe of his 


he various diftrefles which 2 
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ae blood, the temples of the Holy Ghoft, and expectants 
ic of eternal glory: What manner of perfons ought ye 
} to be ! how holy! how thankful! how fpiritual! how 
| heavenly! Permit us to tell you that it is our higheft 
ambition to farther you in the paths of truth and peace 
in this world, and to prefent you faultlefs and joyful 
Hee before the throne of God and the Lamb. You bes 
eS lieve that you are. by nature guilty and helplefs |fin- 
| | ners, and hope that you are by fovereign and rich 
| | grace, pardoned and faved; O how fhould you deteft 
| fin, as infinitely offenfive to God, and anutterably 
{ijurious to yourfelves! How fhould yow prize the 
bleffed gofpel of your falvation! How vos ade 
| -~—s Mire and adore diftinguifhing mercy ! How fhould you 
sae Jove. and obey your compailionate Redeemer! How 
— fhould you coynt all things but lofs for the excellency 
of the knowledge and enjoyment of Chriftt! How | 
fhould you in with his holy image! How fhould 


-- you burn with zeal for his glory! And how fhould 
f ss you triumph in his mighty name! Yea! how fhould 
—- you follow him within the veil, fet your affections on 
things above, and firmly grafp eternal realities! ——_ 
We are pained, we are pained at heart, ‘when we per- 
ceive in amy of you a fpirit of fupinenefs and indiffe- 
rence, of pride, carnality, worldly-mindednefs, and 
_ abominable conformity to the children of darknefs, 
You, chriftians! are nativesof another world, and fo. 
journers and ftrangers on the earth; your treafure and 
inheritance, your life and felicity are in heaven; 
there you hope» ere long, to reft from all your la- 
bors and. grie s,—to behold the face of Gods—to join 
in everlafting anthems to the Lamb that was flain,— 
aud to fhine as ftars for ever andever.——O there- 
fore, let your belief of divine truths be unwavering, 
and your confidence in the Lord immoveable; let 
your hope be aétive and vigorous; let your reve- 
: rence of God ‘be profound and uniforms; let your 
love and efteem of Chrift be boundlefs; let your hu- 
mility be real and unfeigned; let your patience and 
‘refignation be firm ard conftant; let your thank{- 
givings be fragrant and perpetwal as the holy in- 
cenfe in the ancient temple; let your temper be be- | 
— nevolent, and your deportment courteous; let the 
frame of your mind be even and ferene; let your obe, 
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eportment, temper 
your fentiments, irregular in your 


: There are the 


and on fome occafions : God 
geably the fame 5 fin and 
ss mature, and the obli- 

Chrift are ever increal- 
aft, 4mmoveable, always 


and pa as much as 
mu 
difcountenancin 
eafure of religion. | 
credit of your d the intereft and 
in 
to be é a 
ess 
é 
pie 
| why you 
| word are 
| 
{ 
will in vain, the more 
in atly happy 
in | the, more not 
own. th. He is 
‘aoe | happy | yen, and the next | 
moment at fatue; that 1s one 
and the next day a 
in j | 
| 


ae and affectionately exhort you, alf 
| Who have Lard and | 
your ways, the aggravations of your guilt,.and the 
dreadful tendency and*end of your 
: _ Glad thall we be to fee you return with weeping and 
fupplication to the bithep of fouls and the goipel fold, 
Permit us, likewife, to addrefs you who.attend.on 
ae our miniftry, but decline a fubmiffion to the yoke of | 
shrift, We travail in birth till Chrit be formed in 
agit Pe your hearts; we pray, we long for your falvation ; ‘and 
will any of you remain unconcerned for your own fouls, 
the advancement of the glory of God? Or can you, 
think ye, be real and confiftent chriftians, and nog 
fea take up your crofs, and follow the Captain of falvae 
tion? Can you believe in Chrift for eternal life, and 
a withhold your obedience to his divine commanils? 
| And moft it not be owing either td your fad indiffier. 
ence, or elfe to your groundlefs fears, that youdo 
readily enlift under the Redeemer’s banner? O not, 
till you can fay, We will go with you, for we have 
mes heard, we have feen, that the Lord is with you.” 


You, brethren, who may bediftrefied with defpond- 
ing fears, we advife to feek immediate relief not from 
ss your duties, feelings.and frames, (tho’ thefe, iftruly 
Nase {piritual, you ought to confider as fruits and evidences 
oor of a faving change) but from the fullnefs and freenefs 
Hos of divine grace, by an entire reliance on Chrift alone, 
f | who abundantly encourages all who are weary and 
bh seavy laden to come unto him for fpiritual reft. Be- 
! in the Chrift, and you 
all faved’; nor’ can-you ever expect trie and 
) living confolation, but by a true and living “faith in 
Finally, brethren, commit you all in the fpirit 
fervent to the compaflionate Shepherd of 
ue ope of meeting you at length among the 


‘glorious and innumerable multitude on mount Zion, 


bebalf of the Afembly, JOHN TOMMAS. 


ae Moderator. 


} 


| 


4 
“2 
iz 
a 
we 
7 
4 
4 
Aree 
ny 
; 
. 
> 
*4 
4 
aS 
i 
+ 
+ | 
> 
» 
4 | 
“ 


| 


“WEDNESDAY afternoon, three o’Clock. Mini- 
fiers, Meilengers, &c. met at the Meeting-Houafe ac- 
cording toappointment. Mr. S. Evans began in pray- 
er. | The Preliminaries of the Affociation were read. 
Mr. Yommas was chofen Moperator. The letters 
from the Churches were read, minutes taken, and 
Mr, B. Francis was requefted to prepare a circular let- 
ter. Mr. Stradling clos’d this meeting in prayer at fix. 
. HALF PAST SIX met again. Sang a {uitable 
Hymn, Mr. Dunfcombe prayed. Mr. Day preach- 
ed from 1 Pet. v. 6. Humble yourfelves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that be may exalt you in due time, 
_ Sang again, and then clos’d in prayer at eight, 

SHURSDAY Morning fix o’clock.. Meffrs. Dyer, 
| Cole, Horjey, Rippon, Senr. Mofely, and Redding en- 
_ gaged in prayer. Adjourned at half paft eight o’clock. 


Ten o’clock. Began the public worfhip by finging. 


&. Fraacis, and Mr, Kingdon, prayed. Mr. Tom- 


mas preacheil from Jer. xiv, 8. O the hope of I/rael, the 


Saviour theres f in time of trouble, why foouldeft thou be 


ae a firanget in the land, and as a wayfaring man that 
purneth afide'to tarry for.anight ? Sang ahymn. Read 
the circular letter. Mr. Day clos’d in prayer at one 


Turee d’clock. Mr. B. Francis prayed. Sang a 
hymn, Mo. Eves, of Briitol, prone ed from Rom. i. 


“6. nor afhamed of the gofpe of Chriff, jor it is the 


on of Cod unio Jalvation to every one that believeth. 
2 


 Sangahymm. Mr. Claré, of Unicorn-Yard, London, 
» clos’d the njecting in prayers and difmiffed the public 
affembly at half five. 

| The Minifters and Meffengers Rtayed to attend the 
further bufinefs of the Affociation. 


2 

| | 
| 


Sarum, May 22, 1782. 
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Approv'd the cifcalar levter,: and defir’d 


gator to fign it on behalf of the Affembly. 
Audited and approv’d the. accounts of the Affocia- 


- tion Fund, ahd defir’d the Moderator to atteft them ac- 


cordingly.“ | 


The Colle@ions fent in to~this little fund this year 

amounted to 321. 19s. 9d.4. Voted feveral fums out 

_ ofthis fund for village preaching and various other 
important purpofes. 


Acresp, To obferve a day of fafting and prayer es 
as foon as convenient to the feveral Churches, on ac- 
count of the prefént unpfomifing appearance of the — 


weather, the low ftate of religion, and the continuanee 
pf the dreadful Calamiky Of 


Acrezp, That weand thofe we reprefent are ready 
in every way we lawfully can, faithfully and zealoufly 
to ferve our King and Country, and if neceflary to 


take arms in their defence. But that the Ls ‘do 
rd’s Day, 


Scheme of exercifing the people-on the Lo 
except in cafe of a€tual invafion, it appears to us, will 


~ 


be, if carried into execution, 4 grots profanation ‘OF 


the Sabbath, and in its confequences highly injurious 

_ to the morals of the people which are too much relaxed 
already. That we cannot therefore, in confcience, 
comply with this fcheme, and hope we fhall not ‘be 
Acreep, That a reprefentation of our fentiments 
upon this fabject be madé to thofe in power, if at fhould 


hereafter appear neceflary. 


Acreep, To hold the Sik at Tiverton, 


Wednefday and Thuriday in the Whitfun-Week. To 
_ begin on Wednefday, at Three in the Afternoon pre- 

cifely. Mr, B. Francis, and Mr. Newton, to preach 
the Sermons. The Modergtor concluded in prayer. 
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and | Meffengers 
OF THE SEVERAL 


TIST CHURCHES, 


| Chacewater, Pithay, Crockerion, | 
Tiverton, Sodbury, | | Frome, 
“Wellington; | Wotton; Bradford; 
| ||  Horfley, Grittleton and 
Prefeott, Cheltenham, Calne. | 
Pautton, | Sarum, 
Having received LETTERS alfo from 
Plymouth, Stoke-gomer, Yeouil, 

King bridge Upottery, Bridgewater, 

| ard, | Horfington, 4 

“Bampton, Lyme, Melk 

| Being met in at Calne, Wilts, June od ad, 

1784. Tothe feveral Churches they. fend 


| 


‘Dean Bn THREN, 


) fRrengthen cach others hands in the work of the tout 
; romote your {piritual intereft which is dear to us, and 
e pibveilii the honor of our Redeemer, we have held another 
annual afflembly; and truft in the enjoyment of the divine 
refence and bleffling, we can fay it is good for us that we 
| here, With the humble and affeétionate 
eoncern for your greateft happinefs, we beg leave to offer, 
amd befeech you in the fpirit of more to 
accept a word of exhortation, 

You do well brethren; to remember, as thag' as you conti- 
nue in the prefent life, that you remain in a ftate of great 
‘weaknefs and imperfeétion, in a world of temptation and 
wickednefs, That therefore, the moft vigorous and conftant 
exertion of graces, in and of Ch 
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